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Packed with information that has only been published in scientific journals, if ever at all, this

collection of biological facts challenges the misconceptions associated with Australia's most famous

marsupial. Far from being a scavenging, ferocious oddity, an image perpetuated by the infamous

cartoon character, the Tasmanian Devil is actually a treasured and valuable wildlife species facing

extinction. By sharing the surprising, controversial, funny, and tragic history behind the world's

largest marsupial carnivore, this new guidebook covers all aspects of the biology and the habitat of

the Tasmanian Devil.
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_Tasmanian Devil_ by David Owen and David Pemberton is a well-illustrated and researched

overview of the natural and human history of the largest living marsupial carnivore. After the

introduction the first chapters of the book focus on the animal's natural history, the authors taking

care to dispel popularly held myths about the animal. Devils are opportunistic feeders, eating live

prey and carrion as well as invertebrates, fruit, and vegetation. A solitary hunter, they aren't fast

enough to chase down wallabies or rabbits but do go after wombats (though some researchers

have reported that they can chase prey at about 12 kilometers per hour for short bursts). They have

tremendous jaw strength and powerful teeth that enable them to consume gristle, skin, and shatter

bones (the equivalent of a dog four times their size or for their body mass more powerful than a

tiger's). Though usually solitary, devils feed communally on particularly large carcasses. Often



described as being some sort of free-for-all with lots of screaming and apparent fighting, devils in

fact have elaborate vocalizations and postures to maintain order and some speculate that just as

the sight of daylight-circling vultures attracts other vultures the noises devils make may serve to

alert other devils in the area to a large food source. The first arrival is the dominant feeder, making

way for a challenger once it has gorged itself, the feeder defending only the amount of food it needs,

not the entire carcass. Devils will generally seek to take what they can and hide with their share,

consuming it in peace. Though maligned by ranchers, the devils are the "great hygienists" of the

Tasmanian bush.
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